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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
The beautiful holiday season is upon us, and we are 
looking forward to the winter break with our loved ones 
for the next couple of weeks. Although December was a 
short month, there were several events and festivities 
that took place in our school community.  
 
We began with teachers and students preparing for our 
Annual Winter Concert, and transitioned to seeing our 
gym turn to a magical Christmas Store, supported by our 
amazing PAC. Following, we had our PAC Pancake 
Breakfast, which included getting our photos taken with 
Santa Claus and wearing our Pajamas! To end off the 
week before the winter break, we had our PAC Holiday 
Spirit Week, and of course, we were able to showcase 
our Winter Concert and enjoy a heartwarming meal 
together as a community, at our Christmas Dinner! 
 
On behalf of the staff at Dewdney Elementary, we wish 
everyone a safe and happy holiday season filled with 
peace, joy and happiness. We look forward to 
welcoming our families back on January 3rd, 2023! 
 
If you have any questions/concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact me: isabella.lam@mpsd.ca 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Isabella Lam 
Principal 
 
PAC Christmas Store/Pancake Breakfast/ 
Santa Photos: 
 
It was so wonderful to see our gym transform into a 
winter wonderland full of magical gifts to choose from! 
Students really enjoyed shopping for their families and 
loved ones. To end off our week, we had a blast 
spending last Friday morning together in the gym, eating 
pancakes and enjoying each other’s company. To top if 
off, we even had a chance to meet Santa, and take 
photos with him too! A big thank you to our amazing 
PAC for putting countless hours in making all of these 
events happen! You truly gave us an unforgettable 
experience, and it means a lot. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Winter Concert/Christmas Dinner: 
 
It has been such a pleasure to be able to have an in-
person Winter Concert this year, and bring back our  
Annual Christmas Dinner! The energy and excitement 
yesterday for our Concert was incredible. Many thanks 
to our staff and students for putting together such a 
beautiful concert. I would also like to say a sincere thank 
you to staff for their dedication and hard work in 
organizing this year’s Christmas Dinner, and a special 
thank you to Ms. Dundas for working closely with a local 
Mission member, Josie Van Patter, in making this all 
happen. We couldn’t do this without the both of you! 
 
STAR Assembly: 
 
We had our final STAR Assembly for the 2022 school 
year, on Friday, December 16th.  We shared a 
heartwarming story about Love and Compassion for the 
holidays; “I Am Love” by Susan Verde. We were able to 
draw several lucky winners for prizes. We look forward 
to our next STAR Assembly on Monday, January 9th!  
 
Staffing News/Update: 
 
Emma Fedora – We would like to officially welcome Ms. 
Fedora to Dewdney, our K/1 Teacher, who has been job 
sharing with Ms. Dundas on Monday and Tuesday. It 
has been lovely having you in our school community! 
 
Jill Biggerstaff – We would like to welcome back Ms. 
Biggerstaff, our Gr. 2/3 Teacher, who will be returning to 
her classroom on January 3rd!  
 
Lisa Wilcox – We would like to thank Ms. Wilcox for all 
her hard work while Ms. Biggerstaff was on leave. Her 
energy, enthusiasm and passion for teaching will be 
greatly missed, and I know her students will miss her lots 
too. We hope that she will return to Dewdney soon! 
 
Basketball Celebration: 
 
We are incredibly proud of our Gr. 4/5/6 Basketball Team for 
a fantastic season filled with teamwork, commitment and fun! 
It was very special to have had the opportunity to host home 
games this year. We ended our season at West Heights for 
our Playoffs, and celebrated the season with a Pizza Party! 
Students were recognized for their participation in Basketball 
this year with a certificate. We also had the opportunity to 
recognize and thank our dedicated Parent Coaches; Gus, 
Desiree and Jon for all their hard work coaching our team this 
year. Thank you again to Gus, Desiree and Jon! 
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A Warm Message from Ms. Lorri, our Indigenous 
Liaison Worker): 
 
Ey Swayel Dewdney Families, 
  
It's an honor to become a new member of the Mission 
District Siwal Si'wes family.  In a short time I have been 
warmly welcomed by many wonderful staff members and 
students.   
 
Helping students learn and being able to engage with 
them on a social level is incredibly rewarding.  We've  
been learning segments of the Seven Sacred Teachings, 
beginning with Courage and more recently moving into 
Love.  My goal is to help students see where their 
strengths lie and learn to develop these gifts as they 
mature.  Nurturing our young people and being able to 
"see" them is paramount to my role in our school. 
 
I am excited to have booked a presenter for Metis 
Jigging to come into Dewdney in February.  This is a 
cultural activity for all students, and I am honored once 
again to be in a school where the PAC is proactive in 
seeing events like this come to fruition. Thank you to our 
PAC for your contribution. 
 
I am looking forward to meeting you throughout the year 
if we haven't yet had the opportunity to have that 
introduction.  I am humbled and proud to be working at 
Dewdney Elementary. 
  
All My Relations, 
 
Lorri Wansink 
Indigenous Liaison Worker 
 
Health and Safety Reminders: 
 
Please continue to complete a daily health check of your 
child before sending them to school.  It is important that 
they are not experiencing any new symptoms.  If they 
become sick at school, we will call home to have them 
picked up until they are feeling better. Here are some 
resources that may help you: 
 
Parents/caregivers and students can use the Covid-
19 Self-Assessment Tool 
 
Staff and other adults can refer to BCCDC as the 
primary source of updated information about Covid-
19 in BC BCCDC Website 
 
Thank you for keeping our community safe and healthy!  
 

Dewdney Elementary Learning Highlights: 

 
 
  

Thank you, Coach Gus! 

Thank you, Coach Desiree! 

Thank you, Coach Jon! 
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Div. 3 Letter to Santa 

Div. 6 Letter to Santa 

Div. 3 Christmas Tree Art 

Div. 3 Class Photo 

Div. 3 Fun in the Snow! 

Snow Day! Parents are our best helpers! 
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Div. 3 Decorating Cookies! 

PAC Christmas Store! 

Staff VS Students Basketball 

Skills Competition 

Div. 4 Mustache Day! 

Div. 4 Mustache Day! 
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   Santa Claus Visit at 

Dewdney! 

PAC Pancake Breakfast 

Theo performing 

“O Holy Night” 

Photos with Santa! 


